
Meiji Restoration 
 

Directions: Using the documents below provide at least two pieces of evidence to support the claims made in the 
statements below.  Discuss and explain the relevance of the author’s purpose, intended audience, point of view or the 
historical context for at least one of the documents. 
 
·         The expansion of U.S. and European influence over Tokugawa Japan led to the emergence of Meiji Japan. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
·         In a small number of states, governments promoted their own state-sponsored visions of industrialization like The 
economic reforms of Meiji Japan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Constitution of the Empire of Japan 
(1889) 

CHAPTER I.  
THE EMPEROR 

Article 1. The Empire of Japan shall be reigned over and governed by a line of Emperors unbroken for ages eternal. 
Article 2. The Imperial Throne shall be succeeded to by Imperial male descendants, according to the provisions of the Imperial House Law. 
Article 3. The Emperor is sacred and inviolable. 
Article 4. The Emperor is the head of the Empire, combining in Himself the rights of sovereignty, and exercises them, according to the provisions of 
the present Constitution. 
Article 5. The Emperor exercises the legislative power with the consent of the Imperial Diet. 
Article 6. The Emperor gives sanction to laws, and orders them to be promulgated and executed. 
Article 7. The Emperor convokes the Imperial Diet, opens, closes, and prorogues it, and dissolves the House of Representatives. 
Article 8. The Emperor, in consequence of an urgent necessity to maintain public safety or to avert public calamities, issues, when the Imperial Diet 
is not sitting, Imperial ordinances in the place of law.  
(2) Such Imperial Ordinances are to be laid before the Imperial Diet at its next session, and when the Diet does not approve the said Ordinances, the 
Government shall declare them to be invalid for the future. 
Article 9. The Emperor issues or causes to be issued, the Ordinances necessary for the carrying out of the laws, or for the maintenance of the public 
peace and order, and for the promotion of the welfare of the subjects. But no Ordinance shall in any way alter any of the existing laws. 
Article 10. The Emperor determines the organization of the different branches of the administration, and salaries of all civil and military officers, and 
appoints and dismisses the same. Exceptions especially provided for in the present Constitution or in other laws, shall be in accordance with the 
respective provisions (bearing thereon). 
Article 11. The Emperor has the supreme command of the Army and Navy. 
Article 12. The Emperor determines the organization and peace standing of the Army and Navy. 
Article 13. The Emperor declares war, makes peace, and concludes treaties. 
Article 14. The Emperor declares a state of siege.  
(2) The conditions and effects of a state of siege shall be determined by law. 
Article 15. The Emperor confers titles of nobility, rank, orders and other marks of honor. 
Article 16. The Emperor orders amnesty, pardon, commutation of punishments and rehabilitation. 
Article 17. A Regency shall be instituted in conformity with the provisions of the Imperial House Law.  
(2) The Regent shall exercise the powers appertaining to the Emperor in His name. 
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CHAPTER II. 
RIGHTS AND DUTIES OF SUBJECTS 

Article 18. The conditions necessary for being a Japanese subject shall be determined by law. 
Article 19. Japanese subjects may, according to qualifications determined in laws or ordinances, be appointed to civil or military or any other public 
offices equally. 
Article 20. Japanese subjects are amenable to service in the Army or Navy, according to the provisions of law. 
Article 21. Japanese subjects are amenable to the duty of paying taxes, according to the provisions of law. 
Article 22. Japanese subjects shall have the liberty of abode and of changing the same within the limits of the law. 
Article 23. No Japanese subject shall be arrested, detained, tried or punished, unless according to law. 
Article 24. No Japanese subject shall be deprived of his right of being tried by the judges determined by law. 
Article 25. Except in the cases provided for in the law, the house of no Japanese subject shall be entered or searched without his consent. 
Article 26. Except in the cases mentioned in the law, the secrecy of the letters of every Japanese subject shall remain inviolate. 
Article 27. The right of property of every Japanese subject shall remain inviolate.  
(2) Measures necessary to be taken for the public benefit shall be any provided for by law. 
Article 28. Japanese subjects shall, within limits not prejudicial to peace and order, and not antagonistic to their duties as subjects, enjoy freedom of 
religious belief. 
Article 29. Japanese subjects shall, within the limits of law, enjoy the liberty of speech, writing, publication, public meetings and associations. 
Article 30. Japanese subjects may present petitions, by observing the proper forms of respect, and by complying with the rules specially provided for 
the same. 
Article 31. The provisions contained in the present Chapter shall not affect the exercises of the powers appertaining to the Emperor, in times of war 
or in cases of a national emergency. 
Article 32. Each and every one of the provisions contained in the preceding Articles of the present Chapter, that are not in conflict with the laws or 
the rules and discipline of the Army and Navy, shall apply to the officers and men of the Army and of the Navy. 
From Hirobumi Ito, Commentaries on the constitution of the empire of Japan, trans. Miyoji Ito (Tokyo: Igirisu-horitsu gakko, 22nd year of Meiji,1889) 
  
  

 
Toshu Shōgetsu, The Arrival of American Ships: the Defense by Samurai Soldiers Sent from Various Fiefs, 1889 ink and color on paper 
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William Heine (1825-1885), Landing at Yokohama, 1854 (Perry’s second visit) the official artist of Commodore Matthew C. Perry's expedition to Japan in 1853-54. On 
returning to the United States, he produced a several series of 10 prints commemorating the trip. This project employed the New York lithographic firm of Sarony, at 
that time probably the most skilled craftsmen in their profession in the United States. color on paper Massachusetts Institute of Technology (c)2005 Visualizing Cultures 
New York, G. P. Putnam & Company, 1856, ten lithographs by Sarony & Company, folio (20 1/4~1/2 x 15 in). 
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