
Nationalism 
identification with one's own nation and support for its 

interests, often to the exclusion or detriment of the interests of 
other nations.



UNIT 5: 1750 CE - 1900 CE (20% of exam) 



Topic & Essential Question
Topic - Nationalism 

Essential Question: What is nationalism? What role do our 
individual and national identities play in politics? What role 
do politics play in our individual and national identities? 

Learning Target: I can analyze the role of nationalism in 
revolutions and nation-state building. 



Patriotism vs. Xenophobia
Patriotism: A healthy love/respect for your own country 
and/or it’s values (freedom, equality, etc.).  

Xenophobia: An extreme hatred of people/countries 
different from you. 



Four Corners - Nationalism 

1. It is important for everyone to participate in public displays of 
patriotism, such as the pledge of allegiance and national anthem. 



Four Corners

2. Xenophobia is an unhealthy feeling, and makes people enemies who 
would normally be allies. 



Four Corners

3. We shouldn't be asked to “press one for english” in America. English 
should be the official language. 































KC 5.3.C.II

II. Beginning in the eighteenth century, peoples around the world 
developed a new sense of commonality based on language, religion, 
social customs and territory. These newly imagined national communities 
linked this identity with the borders of the state, while governments used 
this idea of Nationalism to unite diverse populations. In some cases, 
nationalists challenged boundaries or sought unification of fragmented 
regions. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nationalism#History


• Nationalism becomes a strong force

• Pride in your country (not a leader)

• Started by Napoleon (pride of being French)
– Caused the people he conquered to become nationalist 

against him 

• Napoleon, unification of Italy and Germany all 
contributed to intense pride
– Nationalism is a big impact on unification 



• Germany’s nationalism is going to lead to WWI

• France’s imperialism is going to lead to WWI

• US Manifest Destiny – nationalism saying that US should be coast to coast 

• Austrian, Russian and Ottoman empires all very culturally diverse

– Ottoman Empire loses some areas due to nationalism

– Greece, parts of Russia

– Keeps shrinking 

• Egypt

– Muhammad Ali – father of Modern Egypt

– Suez Canal

– Modeled after Britain

– Britain and France try to control Suez Canal, eventually nationalism makes Egypt take it 
back





Nationalism 
Nationalism is an ideology that gives a nation a sense of unity by imposing on them the 
same set of identities (for instance linguistic, historical, cultural). Especially peculiar to 
nationalism is defining the nation against an Other inside or outside of the state borders.

However, this short definition by no means exhausts all the complexities of nationalism. So 
much so that some post-modern scholars insist on using the plural “nationalisms” to do 
justice to the whole spectrum of experiences. For example, one might support some aspects 
of a nation, but reject others. On the pragmatic end of the spectrum lies patriotism, on the 
extreme, xenophobia and ethnocentrism. 

Nationalism has a subjective dimension to it. Members of a nation usually feel a sense of 
unity that in certain circumstances may go beyond class inequalities; it is particularly the case 
when the nation has a common enemy, be it a colonizer, or be it a specific minority group. 
Members of a hyper-nationalist nation often see themselves as “special” or unique as 
compared with other nations.  - Columbia University 

Turn & Talk: What is the difference between patriotism and nationalism? Why does it matter?



Imagined Communities 
Nationalism: “I propose the following definition of the nation: it is an imagined 
political community-and imagined as both inherently limited and sovereign. It is 
imagined because the members of even the smallest nation will never know most of 
their fellow-members, meet them, or even hear of them, yet in the minds of each 
lives the image of their communion.... Communities are to be distinguished, not by 
their falsity/genuineness, but by the style in which they are imagined.... Finally, [the 
nation] is imagined as a community, because, regardless of the actual inequality and 
exploitation that may prevail in each, the nation is conceived as a deep, horizontal 
comradeship. Ultimately, it is this fraternity that makes it possible, over the past two 
centuries for so many millions of people, not so much to kill, as willing to die for such 
limited imaginings.” 
― Benedict Anderson, Imagined Communities



Reflect

What is nationalism? 

Do you agree with Colombia or Anderson’s definition more?

To what imagined communities do we/you belong?

May Include: Language, Nationality, Hobbies/Sports, Pop Culture affinities. 



Nationalism & Current Events

Self Proclaimed Nationalists:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UipfvH-rLbk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p-ULHALjuug
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cH3I8nFyp6g
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-J9mhLRzWo0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=llsh_ediBo4






http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WjV2EErPHdg


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AOAtz8xWM0w


Kosovo's national anthem doesn’t have words because the government didn’t want to risk 
offending Serbs who live in the country by having lyrics in Albanian.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hi_En3EsNII


Reflect

What is nationalism? What is the difference between 
patriotism and ethnocentrism?
Is nationalism a necessary force in our society? Do you feel 
nationalistic about your own country? Your own 
government? Does the government need you to feel 
nationalistic? Patriotic? Explain your answer.  


